MERCERAWARD

James S. Clark
The George Mercer Award is given inmem
ory of Lieutenant George Mercer who was
killed inaction while serving inthe British Army
during World War I.The award commemo
rates the sacrifice of a young naturalist and
young ecologist by recognizing others who
have published papers comparable to those
it is reasonable to assume George Mercer
would have authored if he had lived. Given
annually to an author under the age of 40, the
award honors an outstanding paper in ecol
ogy published in English during the previous
two years.
The 1991 recipient of the Mercer Award is
Dr. James S. Clark for his 1990 paper "Fire
and climate change during the last 750 years
innorthwestern Minnesota" published inEco
This paper
60:135-159.
logical Monographs
uses both dendrochronological
history of fire
scars and sedimentary profiles of lakes to re
construct past fire regimes in northwestern
Minnesota. The study is important because
it provides the finest detail yet available of
indisturbance regime as
long-term changes
sociated with climatic change. This paper rep
resents an important step inour ability to un
derstand and predict the indirect effects of
climate change on vegetation.
Dr. Clark is currently Assistant Professor in
the Department of Botany at the University
of Georgia. Following completion of a B.S.
degree from North Carolina State University

in 1979, he received his M.S. degree at the
and his Ph.D. in
University of Massachusetts
ecology at the University of Minnesota in 1988.
Selection Committee:
Stuart Chap?n, Chair
Norma Fowler
Judy Meyer
Robert Ricklefs
Donald Strong
David Tilman
Teresa Turner
Peter Vitousek

MURRAYF. BUELLAWARD

Lisa J. Petit

Murray F. Buell ascribed great importance
to the participation of students at meetings
and to excellence
in the presentation of pa
pers. To honor his dedication to the Ecological
Society of America and to the younger gen
eration of ecologists
this award is presented
to a student for the outstanding oral paper
presented at the Society's annual meeting.

The 1991 winner of the award is Lisa J. Petit
for her paper "Habitat selection by Prothono
tary Warblers: A test of the Fretwell-Lucas
models." Lisa received her bachelor's degree
from Ohio State University and her master's
degree from Bowling Green State University,
in May
Ohio. She completed her doctorate
1991 from the Department of Biological Sei
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enees at the University of Arkansas, where
her advisor was Dr. Kimberly G. Smith. She
is now a post-doc working under an EPA grant
to the Arkansas Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit in Fayetteville.
Receiving honorable mention citations are
Erik P. Hamerlynck of the University of Wy
oming for his paper "Photosynthetic response
of glacier lily (Erythonium grandiflorum) to
snowbank emergence: nonstomatal and sto
matal limitations," and Nancy Collins Johnson
of the University of Minnesota for her paper
"Do co-adapted mycorrhiza-soil
complexes
exist?"

1991 Student Awards Selection Committee:
Nancy M. Eyster-Smith, Chair
Thomas W. Boutton
Deborah Childs Hayes
Janet Lanza
John D. Madsen
Samuel M. Scheiner

Source: Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America, Vol. 72, No. 4 (Dec., 1991), pp. 241-242, Courtesy of JSTOR

E. LUCY BRAUN AWARD

Amy Daum Rosemond
E. Lucy Braun was an eminent plant ecol
ogist and the first woman president of the
Ecological Society of America. Besides de
forest
scribing and mapping the deciduous
regions of eastern North America, Lucy Braun
served as a dedicated teacher and role model
to her students. To honor her, this award is
to a student for the outstanding
presented
poster presentation at the Society's annual
meeting.

The 1991 winner of the award isAmy Daum
Rosemond for her poster, "An autumnal shift
from herbivory to detritivory in a woodland
stream and the consequent effects on the al
gae,"

based

on

research

done

under

Dr.

Su

san H. Brawley at the Environmental Science
Division of Oak Ridge National Laboratory.
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