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From the
Executive

Director

One privilege as ESA’s executive director is the time I spend with members, staff
and officers as they represent ESA to the larger world. The need for sound
ecological science is growing as evidenced by the widening circle of those

seeking to engage with us. In 2014, we broadened ESA’s reach by continued support
of early career ecologists, expansion of our Earth Stewardship Initiative, and prepara-
tion for a new journal launch.

President Jill Baron focused on forwarding the Earth Stewardship Initiative, especially between ecologists and
the business community. Members implemented a demonstration project along the American River Parkway in
Sacramento during the Annual Meeting showing the benefits of ecological science and its applications that are
useful for urban designers and planners.

Our science program held its first workshop on “Sustaining Biological Infrastructure: Strategies for Success” this
year. Infrastructure project directors from field stations, databases, and collections, participated to develop their
budgeting, marketing, and communication business skills. Additionally, at the request of the US Department of
State, the science program is leading the US outreach for experts to serve on panels and task forces for the
Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

ESA’s award-winning SEEDS program to promote diversity in the ecological field conducted a survey of its
students finding that 73% are employed in an ecology-related field.  In 2014, SEEDS held regional field trips, one
national field trip, and a successful leadership meeting hosted by President Jill Baron. Another education and
diversity program highlight includes holding  the 6th annual Resources for Ecology Education – Fair and Share
(REEFS) workshop for 50 educators.

Engaging early career ecologists in policy activities is one focus for the public affairs program.  Each spring
ESA hosts its Graduate Student Policy Award winners for a two-day event of policy training in advance of visits
to Congressional delegations on Capitol Hill. The Society’s blogs, podcasts, and press releases spread information
about the science throughout the year. ESA’s Twitter account reached over 15,000 followers in 2014, and our
social media presence is growing as members increasingly use these communication outlets. 

The Web of Science accepted Ecosphere, ESA’s online-only open access journal, for inclusion. It received its first
impact factor this year—ranking 51 out of 140 ecology journals.  All ESA journals rank highly in the citation index
and maintain their prominence as quality scientific publications.  Ecosystem Health and Sustainability, a joint
online-only open access publication of ESA and the Ecological Society of China, is on target to launch in 2015 and
is unique as an international collaboration between two scientific societies. In 2014, we also initiated a review of
our publishing program to ensure our publications remain strong.

I look forward to the Society’s Centennial in 2015 as we examine our past and peer into the future of ESA and
the science of ecology. ESA’s dedicated membership continues to expand ecology’s reach and build our solid
reputation as a trusted source of ecological knowledge that advances the understanding of life on earth. The
following highlights in this annual report provide an overview of the many activities and actions conducted by
ESA this year in its science, education, public affairs, publications, and annual meeting programs.
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From the

President

ESA was 99 years strong in 2013–2014. It was an honor to serve as President of
this great professional society. Our dedicated staff in Washington DC and
Ithaca with the many committed members who volunteer their time and effort

made the job – if not easy – highly enjoyable. ESA is a tremendously effective vehicle
for shaping the directions of our science, discharging our responsibility to society, and attracting the next
generation of young scientists. The partnership between ESA’s staff and Governing Board members move
these activities forward. 

Sacramento provided a vibrant backdrop for our Annual Meeting. The Earth Stewardship Initiative went main-
stream at the Annual Meeting with over 34 separate events: field trips, a Business and Biodiversity roundtable,
symposia, organized oral sessions, discussions, and the very visible demonstration project “Incorporating
Ecological Science into Landscape Architecture and Urban Design.” The project is a partnership between ESA,
Yale leader Alex Felson, corporate sponsors and local agencies that immersed students and professionals
throughout the week in sustainability projects along the America River Parkway.  

Last year we initiated a committee to review the current ESA professional certification program and propose
updates to make the certification program robust, inclusive, and relevant to professional ecologists. Established in
1981, this is our certification program’s first review. The committee, headed up by ESA Board Member Carmen
Cid, will provide a comprehensive report to make ESA the flagship certification program for ecological scientists.  

Revenues from publication subscriptions to members and libraries have been declining in recent years for many
reasons. As immediate Past-president Scott Collins stated, “There is a revolution going on in scientific publishing.”
This past year, the Board approved a strategic review of all our publications. ESA members in 2015 can expect
changes to our journal publishing operations.

I hosted an amazing group of students for a SEEDS Leadership meeting in Fort Collins, Colorado on food
security and food justice. The ESA SEEDS program for next generation ecologists is one of our most exciting
activities and relies on donations for its continuation, so please keep it moving forward!

NEON, the National Ecological Observatory Network, is the NSF-supported ecological flagship developed to
address compelling environmental issues in a time of rapid change. It will become a vital tool for all of ecology as
NEON nears full operational capacity in 2016. ESA initiated discussions this past year with NEON, NSF staff and
their scientific advisers with the aims of helping to train and engage the scientific community in using NEON data
and also to ensure there is adequate scientific review and oversight during construction.    

What do you get from being a member of the Ecological Society of America? You get the momentum of  over
9,000 members working collectively to promote ecological science, education, and outreach. You get the excite-
ment of great journals, dynamic annual meetings, and a voice that speaks for ecology and ecologists at all career
stages from undergraduate through early career, to senior scientists. ESA shares its science with the executive and
legislative branches of government. And next year you get a great-big Birthday Party as ESA turns 100 years old
and celebrates its Centennial! Enjoy reading the annual report of our accomplishments. 
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ESA in Action
Science Programs

Ecology for Community
In 2014 ESA’s Science Program launched the
Sustaining Biological Infrastructure (SBI) training
initiative with NSF support to provide project
directors with the business planning, marketing,
and communication skills needed to ensure their
valuable resources will continue to exist for the
scientific research community.

• Participants reported significant gains in
their ability to access private funds, manage
finances, and communicate with stakeholders.

• The course will be offered again in 2015 and
2016.

Issues in Ecology –
provides a scientific expert
consensus summarizing
environmental matters
for non-experts. Climate
Change and U.S. Natural
Resources: Advancing
the Nation’s Capability
to Adapt provides a
broad perspective on
approaches for adapting to climate change impacts on national
water and land resources and biodiversity.

Solutions for Sustainability

Nineteen infrastructure project directors travelled from as near
as Virginia and as far as Alaska and Hawaii to attend the first
“Sustaining Biological Infrastructure: Strategies for Success”
course from June 10–12, 2014 near Baltimore.  Participants
came from a diverse group of projects which included data-
bases, field stations, and collections.

IPBES was established in 2012 to strengthen the role of science in decision-making related to the conservation and sustainable manage-
ment of biodiversity and ecosystem services. NSF awarded ESA a grant for “US Scientific Community Engagement in [IPBES],” to raise its
profile among US scientists and assist the US government in soliciting nominations for experts to serve on IPBES panels and task forces.
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ESA in Action

Advancing Ecological Science
For the past-twenty years, ESA’s Science Programs
staff has provided support for the Vegetation
Classification Panel.

• The Panel developed the scientific content of the
US National Vegetation Classification (USNVC).

• The  USNVC promotes standardized assessment
of vegetation, facilitates collaboration on inven-
tory, mapping, and management across  jurisdic-
tional boundaries, and provides a common
system to which users contribute and improve

• The Panel manages the USNVC peer review
process ensuring a dynamic standard that can
change over time

• The Panel maintains “VegBank,” an open-access
vegetation plot database
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ESA in Action
Education & Diversity Programs
In the past year, ESA sought to solidify partnerships and facilitate the discovery of teaching resources to
advance outstanding education:

• ESA’s EcoEd Digital Library now holds more than 400 teaching resources.

• Over 50 faculty members participated in the 6th annual “Resources for Ecology Education – Fair and Share
(REEFS)” workshop.

• Fifteen faculty members from minority-serving institutions, and NEON Inc. participated in the workshop,
“Using Large Scale Datasets in the Classroom.”

SEEDS (Strategies for Ecology Education, Diversity and Sustainability)
SEEDS is ESA’s flagship award-winning education program
to diversify and advance the ecology profession through
hands-on opportunities for undergraduates. The SEEDS
program promotes diversity within the ecology profession
to ensure environmental understanding and a sustainable
future.

SEEDS Impact Survey Results
• 1 in 3 SEEDS alumni hold a graduate degree
• 40% of alumni are currently enrolled in graduate programs
• 80% – 90% of respondents valued all the core programs
• 95% of current students indicated that it is important to

have a SEEDS program for undergraduates
interested in ecology or related fields

Field Trips
Ecology field trips are immersion experiences that bring the natural world alive for the freshman and sopho-
more SEEDS students who are new to ecological science. Creating sparks of curiosity by trekking in the field
and showing them a career path in ecology may change their lives and ours too!

Mountain Lake Regional Field Trip
May 22–25, 2014:
Twelve students participated in the SEEDS Regional
field trip at the Mountain Lake Biological Station
(MLBS) in Virginia. This was the first time many
of the students had ever visited a field
station or done any ecological fieldwork.

Our SEEDS Chapters' campus network has grown from 23 in
2002 up to 88 in 2014. ESA has received over $2 million in
grants from foundations between 2007 and 2014 and more
than $270,000 in contributions from companies, partners,
friends and ESA members.

Working with MLBS researchers and graduate students, the
students learned about the forked-fungus beetle and the

black-eyed juncos. Students demonstrated high interest in
the interdisciplinary direction that ecology as a field is moving.
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ESA in Action
Trout Lake National Field Trip, May 8–11, 2014:  

Nineteen students attended the
field trip held at the Trout Lake
Station managed by the Center
for Limnology of the University
of Wisconsin in Boulder
Junction. With over 2,500 lakes
surrounding the station, it was
the perfect location to study
fresh water ecosystems.

ESA members generously give their time and
talent to the next generation of ecologists.

9th SEEDS Leadership Meeting
The Leadership Meeting was held from April 9–13 at the John Wesley Powell Center and Colorado State
University (CSU) in Fort Collins, hosted by Dr. Jill Baron, ESA President. Focused on the theme, Food Security,
Food Justice: Sustaining Agricultural Abundance and Healthy Communities, 26 students from SEEDS
Chapters all across the US and Puerto Rico, including current and incoming SEEDS Undergraduate Research
Fellows, took part in the four-day event.

Jill Baron, ESA President, taught and led SEEDS students during the Leadership Meeting in Fort Collins. Five workshops,
a field trip of a mid-size dairy farm (La Luna), a career panel, breakout groups, and a reception with local ESA members
hosted by the newly-formed CSU SEEDS Chapter and CSU College of Agricultural Sciences, rounded-out the activities.

Anna Ortega, Fort Lewis College; Mentor: Dr. David Inouye, Rocky Mountain Biological Lab

Yashira Cruz, University of Puerto Rico – Humacao; Mentor: Dr. Raymond Carthy, University of Florida

Dianne Quiroz, University of California – Berkeley; Mentor:  Dr. Scott Mills, University of Montana

SEEDS Undergraduate Research Fellowships 2013–2014

Students were able to experience the thawing of
Trout Lake after the long winter and see the start of
the new season.

With the help of Dr. Tim Kratz, Director of
Trout Lake Station, and Dr. Noah Lotting,

Research Scientist, students were given a
wide range of information about the
research projects conducted there.
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ESA in Action
Public Affairs

Informing Policy
Every year, ESA engages in science policy to inform environmental policy and foster support of research and
STEM education through Congressional briefings, action alerts, policy newsletters, budget analysis, position
statements and letters.  

ESA Members Engaging in Policy
The Biological Ecological Sciences Coalition program, orchestrated by ESA and the American Institute of
Biological Sciences, brought 5 ESA Graduate Student Policy Award (GSPA) winners and 24 other young
scientists to Washington DC for “Congressional Visit Days.” They met with staff from over 60 Congressional
offices on Capital Hill to discuss their research and advocate for sustained investment in science. The two-day
event included a policy seminar with White House and federal agency staff and an overview of the federal
budget process.

ESA was among 35 science and education organizations that participated in the 20th Annual Exhibition and Reception of the
Coalition for National Science Funding on Capitol Hill in May 2014. David Inouye (right) discusses his phenology research

with Congressman Rush Holt (D-NJ).

Left to right: Brittany West
Marsden (University of Maryland),
Sarah Anderson (Washington
State University), Amber
Childress (Colorado State
University), Johanna Varner
(University of Utah), and
Andrew Bingham (Colorado
State University) were the
2014 GSPA winners. 
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Communicating 
Research

Scientists around the world publish their research in ecology and environmental science in
ESA’s scientific, peer-reviewed journals: Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment,
Ecology, Ecological Monographs, Ecosphere, and Ecological Applications. ESA’s journal

The Bulletin continues to provide interesting items and updates about ecological science for mem-
bers. The first online-only Frontiers Special Issue was published in August 2013. In early 2014,
ESA converted both the “Dispatches” section and “Life Lines” column to immediate open access.
Ecosphere received its first impact factor ranking in 2014 and submissions continue to grow.

In 2015 the Ecological Society of America and the Ecological Society of China are jointly publish-
ing a new journal entitled Ecosystem Health and Sustainability. The journal will highlight eco-
logical research taking place in regions of rapid economic growth and industrialization around
the world. 

In 2014 the Associated Press, National Public Radio, National Geographic, the Toronto Sun,
Time, Science News, Wired, Greenwire, The Guardian, the New York Times, the LA Times, the
Economist, and other outlets covered research published in the society’s journals. Topics of the
articles included caiman tears, sage grouse fears, declining polar bear numbers in Alaska;
drought, bear, and wildfire behavior in California; the formidable predatory persistence of invasive
lionfish; the climate-change fighting predations of native salamanders; and the dispersal of tide
pool invertebrates by gull transport.

Besides issuing press releases, ESA highlights members’ research through the Society’s blog and
podcasts. ESA’s social media presence continues to burgeon through Facebook, LinkedIn, and
Google+, and our Twitter following surpassed 15,000 this year.

“Ecology” Category (out of 140 journal titles)

5   FRONTIERS IN ECOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT (8.412)
8   ECOLOGICAL MONOGRAPHS (7.107)

17   ECOLOGY (5.0)
26   ECOLOGICAL APPLICATIONS (4.126)
51   ECOSPHERE (2.595)

“Environmental Sciences” Category (out of 210 journal titles)
3   FRONTIERS IN ECOLOGY  AND THE ENVIRONMENT (8.412)

18   ECOLOGICAL APPLICATIONS (4.126)

ESA Journal Ranking and Impact Factors
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Opening Channels for Two-way Communication:
ESA Social Media 2014

Facebook: 5,720 Likes Twitter: 15,000 followers Blog: 70,000 visitors
(in 2014)

Sharing new research:
A biologist in the United Kingdom shares Jason
Matthiopoulos’ Ecological Monographs preprint
on Twitter.

Metrics:
Altmetrics tracks online

mentions of scholarly
articles by DOI and

citation.

Connecting:
In September 2014,
ESA’s Natural History
section spearheaded a
social media campaign to
affirm the importance of
natural history in modern
ecology.  Hundreds of
ecologists, educators,
practitioners, and enthu-
siasts proudly identified
as natural historians on
Twitter. The movement
reached people and
organizations well beyond
the ESA membership,
garnering participation
from Smithsonian and
Scientific American.
The Twitter tag
#IAmANaturalist
is still active. 
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Annual Meeting
“From Oceans to Mountains: It’s all Ecology”

Plants on forest floor need sun too, so Chiou-Rong
Sheue studies how they get their vitamins as shown
in the sketch drawn during in the “Beyond the
Written Word” workshop.

Over 3,600 ecologists descended on Sacramento, California in August for ESA’s 99th Annual Meeting.
The gathering was abuzz with thousands of presentations on a wide range of topics as researchers,
students, educators, resource managers and policymakers shared ideas and information. Attendees

enthusiastically embraced using ESA’s first meeting app.
ESA’s Earth Stewardship Initiative presence remained strong
with over 34 separate events capped with a demonstration
project “Incorporating Ecological Science into Landscape
Architecture and Urban Design.” ESA donated $18,000 as
environmental offsets to the Yolo Basin Foundation which
supports stewardship of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area.

K
at

he
rin

e 
M

cC
ar

te
r

R
us

ha
n 

Ye
n

W.S. Cooper Award: Scott Wing, Caroline Strömberg, Leo Hickey,
Fleur Tiver, Brian Willis, Robyn Burnham, and Anna Behrensmeyer
George Mercer Award: Douglas Rasher and Mark Hay
Robert T. MacArthur Award: Mercedes Pascual

Eugene P. Odum Education Award: Manuel C. Molles, Jr.
Eminent Ecologist Award: Jane Lubchenco
Commitment to Human Diversity in Ecology Award: Charles Nilon
Sustainability Science Award: Fikret Berkes

2014 Awards

ESA’s mingle in the registration area.

The Railroad Museum proved a fun spot for the ESA
social with true-to-scale rail cars and preserved car
interiors.

11Ecological Society of America

Expanding Ecology’s Reach

Fellows and project managers laid out a 20-foot-by-30-foot map in the convention
center to explore existing issues and opportunities for the American River Parkway.

ESA members ventured out for a two-day field trip to Stanislaus National Forest and
Yosemite National Park to witness and discuss the impacts and behavior of the 2013
Rim Fire as it crossed vegetation types, land ownership, and management practices.
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Finances Fiscal Year ending 6/30/2014

Revenues
Grants & Contributions 847,181 
Membership Dues 605,812 
Subscriptions 2,530,093 
Manuscript Charges 629,035 
Annual Meeting 979,960 
Investment Income 402,537 
Other Revenues 379,878 
Contracts 113,225   

Total Revenues 6,487,721 

Expenses
Public Affairs 197,193 
Science Program 581,596 
Annual Meeting 846,684 
Chapters & Sections 45,923 
Journal Publications 2,833,894 
Education 406,205 
Member & Administrative Services 1,266,283   

Total Expenses 6,177,778 

Change in Net Assets 309,943  

Net Assets as of June 30, 2013    4,199,865 
Net Assets as of June 30, 2014    4,509,808 

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 1,433,518
Investments 4,915,045 
Accounts receivable      467,135 
Grants receivable 200,531 
Prepaid expenses 210,768 
Furniture & Equipment (less depreciation) 23,413 
Deposits 24,616 

Total Assets 7,275,026  

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 235,902 
Deferred revenue 2,529,316 
Unrestricted Net Assets 3,221,204
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 1,238,604 
Permanently Restricted Net Assets 50,000 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 7,275,026  

Audited by Gelman, Rosenberg, Freedman.
For a complete audit report please contact
ESA’s Washington DC office.

Manuscript
Charges 10%

Investment Income 6%

Other
Revenue 8% Grants &

Contributions 13%

Membership
Dues 9%

2014 REVENUES

Annual Meeting
14%

Education
Programs

7%

Member &
Administrative

Services 21%

Public
Affairs 3%

Science Programs 9%

2014 EXPENSES

Journal
Publication

46%

Subscriptions
39%
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ESA is grateful to the following organizations that provided funds to ESA activities and programs:

Grants, Contributions, and Sponsorships

2014 Fund for the Future
ESA thanks its generous donors who help support Society initiatives. If you would like to help the Society advance

the science and profession of ecology, please consider making a donation at http://www.esa.org/esa/donate/.

$1000+
Dennis Ojima and Jill Baron
Charles Canham
Stephen Carpenter
Norman Christensen
Scott Collins
Alexander Flecker
Deborah Goldberg
Nancy Grimm
Laura Huenneke
David Inouye
Rob Jackson
Edward Johnson
Jane Lubchenco
Pamela Matson
Sonia Ortega
William Parton
Alison Power
F Russell
Donald Strong
John Vandermeer

$500–999
Kyle Barbehenn
Mary Barber
Ann Bartuska
F. Stuart Chapin
Jasjeet Dhanota
Christopher Field and

Nona Chiariello
Lawrence Giles
Katherine Gross
Louis Gross
Jeffrey Haight
Matthew Hurteau
Stephen Jackson
Margaret Lowman
Michelle Mack
Katherine McCarter
George Middendorf
Kiyoko Miyanishi
Judith Monte
Harold Mooney
Tim Nuttle
Ivette Perfecto
William Robertson
Gaius Shaver
Software SimBio
Monica Turner

$250–499
Tanya Brevard
Mark Brunson
Carmen Cid
Arthur Cooper
Evan DeLucia
Valerie Eviner
Bret Harvey
Stephen Jenkins
Janet Lanza
Simon and Carole Levin
Jason McLachlan
Elvia Melendez-Ackerman
Margaret Palmer
Duncan Patten
Julie Reynolds
Michael Ryan
Joshua Schimel
Timothy Schowalter
Daniel Stanton

$100–249
Frederick Abbott
Barbara Abraham
Warren Abrahamson
James Ackerman
Edith Allen
Kenneth Armitage
William Ashby
Sara Baer
Carol Baird
Harold Balbach
Christopher Beck
Alan Berkowitz
Lawrence Bliss
Marc Carrasco
Stephen Chaplin
Becky Chaplin-Kramer
Peter Chen
Elsa Cleland
Mark Coleman
Sharon Collinge
Susan Conard
Diane Debinski
Linda Deegan
John Dennis
Julie Denslow
J. Emmett Duffy
Jeffrey Dukes
Candace Galen

Elena Bennett
Jan Beyers
Martyn Caldwell
Christina Catricala
Brian Chabot
James Coleman
Boyd Collier
Elizabeth Cook
Jeffrey Corney
Kyla Dahlin
Naomi Detenbeck
Regis Ferriere
Stephan Flint
Jesse Ford
Douglas Fraser
Evelyn Gaiser
Nicole Gottdenker
Bruce Grant
Diana Guzman-Colon
Carol Haley
Joan Hett
Jeffrey Hicke
David Hooper
Martha Hoopes
Carol Horvitz
Nancy Huntly
Susan Kilham
Deborah Levinson
Peter Lowther
Harry Lymn
Michael Melampy
Adeline Murthy
Knute Nadelhoffer
Elizabeth Newell
Raymond Newman
Ingrid Parker
Debra Peters
Christopher Picone
Peter Price
Dudley Raynal
Paul Ringold
Ricardo Rozzi
Josh Scholl
Philip Sokolove
Victoria Sork
Amanda Stanley
Joe Sullivan
Beatrice Van Horne
Frederic Wagner
Susan Williams

Eville Gorham
Yaffa Grossman
Carola Haas
Nelson Hairston
David Hart
Alan Hastings
Karen Holl
John Howieson
Boyd Hutchison
Fredric Janzen
Linda Joyce
Kenneth Klemow
Alan Knapp
Edward Kormondy
Heather Leslie
Richard Lindroth
Svata Louda
Nadine Lymn
Bruce Menge
Chester Moore
Christopher Neill
Sarah Newman
Charles Nilon
Richard Norby
Gordon Orians
R. Deborah Overath
Robert Pearcy
Robert Peet
Dayani Pieri
Louis Pitelka
Bob Pohlad
Ellen Porter
Richard Pouyat
Carla Restrepo
Wayne Richter
Robert Ricklefs
Victor Riemenschneider
George Robinson
Dave Rugg
Osvaldo Sala
Emily Stanley
William Tietjen
Peter Waser
Cynthia Wilber
Ruth Yanai
Donald Zobel

$50–99
Joel Abraham
Steven Allison
Catherine Badgley

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Axios Review
Bureau of Land Management
CID Biosciences Inc.
David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Department of Energy
Environmental Protection Agency

Moore Foundation
National Science Foundation
Princeton University Press
SimBio
USDA Forest Service
US Geological Survey
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About the ESA

The Ecological Society of America, founded
in 1915, is the world’s largest professional
organization of ecological scientists. ESA’s

9,000 members work in academia, government
and in the private sector to improve society’s
understanding and stewardship of life on Earth.
Members’ work addresses threatened and
endangered species, alternative energy,
sustainable agriculture and fisheries, emerging
diseases, climate change and many other
important issues.

The Society works to broadly share ecological information through policy and media outreach,
education and diversity initiatives and projects that link the ecological research and manage-
ment communities and help integrate ecological science into decision-making.
ESA also organizes scientific conferences and publishes
high-impact journals.

Va
nc

ou
ve

r 
A

q
ua

riu
m

Jill Baron, ESA president, and her team visiting Rocky
Mountain National Park on Sept. 20, 2013 to collect samples

after the historic Colorado floods.
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Sea otters consume sea urchins and help keep the undersea
kelp forest healthy. 

Over 50 ecologists contributed to The
National Climate Assessment released in

2014 that links science and decision making. 
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A Julia butterfly and a solitary bee sip tears from the eyes of spectacled caiman on
Costa Rica’s Puerto Viejo River.
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