
BES LTER Sea-level Plot

Viewing the 
data in 
different ways 
can potentially 
lead to 
different initial 
conclusions –
scatter shows 
high variability 
but doesn’t 
show 
seasonality 
very well



BES LTER Sea-level Plot
Seasonality 
apparent 
here



BES LTER Sea-level Plot
Seasonality 
removed, trend 
and year-to-year 
variability 
apparent – but is 
it statistically 
significant?



Adding the search results to My Data Store



My Data Store – a persistent repository

Start cross-site, 
multi-variable 
analysis by 
selecting 
datasets.



Sea-level and Temperature Plot

Observations and 
questions to 
provoke critical 
thinking:

Why do we see trends 
in sea level but not in 
temperature? [length 
of record, small 
sample size, etc.]

What if we looked at 
mean maximum or 
mean minimum 
temperatures?

What might we need 
to further explore our 
hypotheses?



Viewing and downloading data and metadata



BES LTER Sea-level Data Download

html .csv



BES LTER Sea-level Metadata Download
Opportunities to discuss 
data documentation and 
sharing (importance to 
science), underlying 
modern techniques 
needed (i.e., coding), and 
importance of data 
managers and 
programmers in the 
natural sciences.

HTML – same look as data in LTER metacat

EML –
Ecological 
Metadata 
Language
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For more cursory exploration of sites across the globe:
http://www.p2erls.net


