the Committee on Public Affairs. A unanimous approval of the amendment was recorded.

Dr. John Cantlon, Representative to AIBS, reported on recent developments concern
ing our application for tax exempt status and read a draft of two new Bylaws which, if
adopted, would clarify our status as a non-profit organization.
Dr. E. P. Odum presented a resolution which was unanimously approved as follows:
"Resolved: Whereas the scientific sessions of the Society have been unusually well coordi
nated and whereas the excellent local environment has been well exploited in terms of good
food and lodging and well-planned field trips, be it resolved that the Ecological Society of
America expresses its sincere thanks for the excellent job on local arrangements done by
Chairman John W. Man* and his local committee.
A vote of sincere thanks was made to Dr. George M. Woodwell who as general Program

Chairman planned and coordinated the entire program of scientific sessions.

Unanimous approval was given to the following Resolution from the Section of Aquatic
Ecology: Be it resolved that President Odum appoint a committee of ESA, including repre
sentation from the aquatic section, to help develop the IBP program in which U. S. Ecolo
gists will participate.

Paul G. Pearson,
Secretary

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT
ANGUS M. WOODBURY

1886-1964
Dr. Angus Munn Woodbury and his charming wife, Grace Atkin Woodbury, were killed
in an automobile accident August 1, 1964, near Loveland, Colorado.
Grandson of two 1847 pioneers, Angus Munn Woodbury was born at St. George, Utah, a
quarter century after settlement on July 11, 1886, when many of the original pioneers were
still living. Following the pioneering spirit, he throughout his life explored new fields of

knowledge in ecology and other sciences.

He received his elementary and high school education in Salt Lake City, St. George, and
Brigham Young University. As a young man of 17, he assisted with government land sur
veys in the Uinta Basin preparatory to opening the former Uinta Indian Reservation to
white settlement. In 1908 at age 22, he entered the U. S. Forest Service and during the next
12 years assisted in establishing forest boundaries and organizing planned management of
grazing and timbering on the Dixie and other National Forests in Utah.
After leaving the Forest Service, he attended Dixie College and obtained his B. S. degree
at Brigham Young University in 1927, M. S. at University of Utah in 1928, Ph. D. at Univ
ersity of California in Berkeley in 1931 and post-doctoral studies at Wisconsin, Minnesota
and Duke Universities in 1940.
In the summer of 1925, he began pioneering naturalist work in Zion National Park and in
succeeding summers worked out plans for guided trail trips, museum displays, camp fire
talks and formal lectures. In the winters, he taught at Dixie College for two years, then
moved in 1927 to the University of Utah where he was employed until his death.
During 25 years of teaching in the field of biology at the University, he pioneered the
specialized science of general ecology and developed a college text book used in many parts
of the world. In 1948, he became head of the Department of Vertebrate Zoology. In re
search, he specialized in studies on reptiles and birds, emphasizing the wintering aggrega
tions of tortoises and snakes, and the habitats of birds. These studies were reported in many
scientific papers.

At retirement in 1952, he negotiated a contract with the U. S. Army through the Univ
ersity to study the dissemination of local diseases among native animals. This pioneer work,
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using an ecological approach, culminated in a symposium on Ecology of Disease Trans
mission in Native Animals, attended by about 100 scientists from the United States and

Canada.

During the years 1957-1962, he directed studies and made reports of the plants and ani
mals living in the areas to be covered by the storage waters of Glen Canyon, Flaming Gorge,

Navajo, and Curecanti reservoirs in the Upper Colorado River Basin. At age 78, he was
still engaged in research and teaching.

In 1909, he was married to Grace Atkin of Dixie pioneer ancestry. The couple had six
children, four sons and two daughters, all graduates of the University of Utah. The four
sons and two sons-in-law all have Ph.D. degrees.

ARTHUR GIBSON VESTAL
1888-1964
Dr. A. G. Vestal devoted more than half a century to the study of plant and animal ecol

ogy and phytogeography. He died on June 5, 1962, just three months before his 76th
birthday and seven years after becoming Professor Emeritus of Botany at the University
of Illinois. He is survived by his widow, Wanda Pfeiffer Vestal, also a botanist, and by three

children: John of Chicago, Phoebe (Mrs. Simon Otterbury) of Seattle, and David of New
York City. Dr. Vestal will be remembered by his friends, colleagues, and former students
as a kindly gentleman and an able, lifelong student of vegetation.

Born at La Grange, 111. on Sept. 10, 1888, he grew up and attended high school in Chi
cago. Summer visits to Pentwater, Michigan, an area of bogs and lake dunes, stimulated an
early interest in biology which he pursued by attending the University of Illinois (1907

1911).

Encouraged to study both plant and animal ecology by H. A. Gleason and Charles C.

Adams, Vestel wrote a bachelor's thesis (something rarely done these days) on sand prairie
communities along the Illinois River. This study was the basis of a theoretical paper in 1914
proclaiming the unity of biotic associations comprising both plant and animal assemblages

and recognizing regional complexes of plants and animals which he named "biotic
provinces".

As an instructor and student at the University of Colorado, Vestal became interested in
doing a regional study of the Great Plains. Since most of his traveling was done on foot or
by bicycle, he confined his attention to the eastern border of the Rocky Mountains from
New Mexico to central Wyoming. These studies were geobotanical in nature and led Vestal

to the University of Chicago where he studied with H. C. Cowles and earned his Ph.D.
in 1915.

Then followed five years (1915-1920) of teaching at Eastern Illinois State Normal School
and nine years (1920-1929) at Stanford University. During the last five years of his resi
dence at Stanford, Dr. Vestal was actively associated with F. E. Clements and wrote many
short papers concerning the relationship between environmental factors (physiography,
soil texture, soil moisture, maritime winds, etc.) and the geographical distribution of grass
land, chaparral and forest in California.
After moving to the University of Illinois in 1929, Dr. Vestal devoted a great deal of
his time and effort to a wide-ranging exploration of the literature of plant ecology and re

gional plant geography. This resulted in a collection of references, excerpts, and notes which
fill more than sixty drawers of card files. Especially treasured were excerpts from the writ

ings of early naturalists, conveying many ecological ideas which have been recurrently
rediscovered and renamed (by more recent, more self-conscious ecologists.)

During his tenure as Professor of Botany (1929-1957) at the University of Illinois, Dr.
Vestal published numerous papers and abstracts dealing with various aspects of plant ecol
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