lies in the so-called transition zone between the evergreen coniferous forest
region to the north and the deciduous hardwood forest region to the south,
and the surrounding country contains an admirable representation of the

vegetation and other natural types characteristic of both regions, including many
features of unusual interest. The program will consist almost wholly of field
excursions, to be organized and guided by the six Ecological Society members
of the Station Staff.

The time of the meetings, which come the week following the close of

the regular summer session, has been selected with a view to making the most

of the facilities of the Station. Board and lodging on the campus will be pro
vided at nominal rates, but visitors must bring (or send) their own bedding.
The Station can be reached by either railway or automobile and full instructions
will be sent to those requesting them, after the middle of July. In order to
insure accommodations it will be necessary to have definite information regard
ing prospective attendants before August 15.
Address all communications to Dr. George R. La Rue, Director, University
of Michigan Biological Station, R. F. D. Route 1, Cheboygan, Michigan.

OBITUARIES
It is with great regret that we announce the death of one of our dis
tinguished members residing in Switzerland. Professor Maturin L. Delafield
died at his home, 29 Avenue Davel, Lausanne, early this year. Professor

Delafield was a Life member of the Ecological Society of America.

The Society also regretfully announces the decease of Professor William
Harding Longley, Chairman of the Department of Biology, Goucher College,
Baltimore, Maryland. Dr. Longley passed away on the night of March 10th at

the Johns Hopkins Hospital after an illness of eight months. Funeral services
were held on March 12th in Baltimore.

Dr. Longley's long and successful career has been outlined in SCIENCE,
Volume 85, pp. 400-401, 1937.
Another death which we know the members of the Society will learn of
with the greatest regret is that of Dr. William Morton Wheeler, professor
emeritus of entomology at Harvard University. Professor Wheeler died
suddenly on April 19th. The following biographical sketch has been prepared
in recognition of Dr. Wheeler's influence upon certain basic aspects of ecology:

"The death of William Morton Wheeler at the age of seventy-two, at the
height of his powers, will call for memorials from many who knew him better

and who are able to express themselves more adequately about his life and
work than I. No one who writes of him, however, will have a higher regard
for his many and varied talents or a keener appreciation either of the polish
or of the significance of his work.

"This is not the place to appraise his whole career. Although he was the
first Vice-president of the Ecological Society of America and, interestingly
enough, its first representative on the National Research Council and a member
of the first editorial board of Ecology, Dr. Wheeler did not identify himself closely

with the present self-conscious ecological movement. Rather, he sprang from
and continued the line of the greater naturalists, Reamur, Buffon and Fabre,
and was pleased to turn his first-rate intellectual powers, his penetrating observa
tion, and his command of language to the elucidation of the life of social insects,

ants particularly. According to an unverified story, one of his zoological
friends protested against his wasting his powers in this field when he might

have been solving so-called fundamental problems, to which Dr. Wheeler

returned the sufficient answer, 'Ants interest me.'
"Professor Wheeler focused his attention on the ecological relations of social
insects rather than those of the biota or of the general animal communities of
which ants form a part. He was particularly interested in the social interactions

within the ant's nest, and in the immediate ecological relations of the ants as

13

This content downloaded from 128.95.104.109 on Sat, 12 May 2018 23:49:37 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

Source: Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America, Vol. 18, No. 2 (Jun., 1937), pp. 9-16.
Courtesy of JSTOR.

individuals and as colonies. He saw and made others see these problems in

relation to similar phases of the life of social animals in general, man included.

At the same time he worked at other phases of the biology of ants, such as
taxonomy, morphology, life history and distribution.

"Dr. Wheeler's conception of applied biology, as witnessed by the work
he and his colleagues produced during his years as Dean of Bussey Institute
for research in Applied Biology and professor of Economic Entomology at
Harvard merits attention. The applications they studied were usually remote,
rather than direct and immediate. In a period when applied biology has
occupied itself with economic problems of the moment and when, in many
places, the whole content of entomology appears to deal with poisons and their

use and with insects as recipients of poison or the objects of other control
measures, Dr. Wheeler continued to enlighten and enliven the scientific scene
with penetrating studies of permanent value. More than almost any other
recent biologist, Wheeler's work illustrates the fact that a first rate man can
unearth fundamental relationships regardless of his point of attack.
"It is a privilege to have known Dr. Wheeler even slightly, to have read
his books and scientific reports, and to have heard his inimitable addresses
before scientific audiences. His passing removes one of the best reasons for
attending a scientific meeting. Dr. Wheeler was one of those rare men who,
born a naturalist, became a scientist and thereby became a better naturalist
than before. ?-W. C. Allee."
The following two advertisements relevant to the coming Denver meetings
are called to the attention of those members planning to attend these sessions:

THE UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING SCIENCE SUMMER CAMP
The camp, including a central lodge, four lecture and laboratory buildings
and forty cabins, is situated in the Medicine Bow National Forest, forty miles

west of Laramie at an elevation of 9,500 feet. Within a ten-mile radius of the
camp the elevation ranges from 7,000 to 12,000 feet. The United States Forest
Service created the Snowy Range Natural Area of 771 acres of primitive forest
land which lies adjacent to the camp.
The region presents exceptional opportunities for the study of botany,
geology and zoology. The diversity of geological phenomena and the extensive
areas of exposed bedrock, are natural advantages for geological field work.
The variety of terrestrial and fresh water habitats available for systematic and
ecological studies is not excelled by any station in the Rocky Mountain region.
There are numerous streams and over one hundred lakes within the boundaries
of the forest.

INVITATION TO ECOLOGISTS
by
ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY
CRESTED BUTTE, COLORADO
The Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory will be opened June 28 to

enable biologists who attend the summer meetings of the A. A. A. S. at Denver
on June 21-26, to come immediately after their meetings to this alpine laboratory,
where Ecology is stressed, for a visit, or for a longer period of investigation,

study and recreation. A three day excursion, beginning Sunday, June 27, is
being arranged from Denver to the Laboratory. The total cost for this three
day trip is approximately $12.00 and includes lodging (3 nights) and meals

and transportation by auto, covering in the round trip some 570 miles in the
very heart of the Rockies. The Laboratory centers its activities around problems
of the alpine and sub-alpine regions. Communicate early with the Director of
the Laboratory, Dr. John C. Johnson, Crested Butte, Colorado.

14

This content downloaded from 128.95.104.109 on Sat, 12 May 2018 23:49:37 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

