of interest to ecologists

Blaustein Program for Accredited Graduate

Courses, Series I: Theoretical and Experi

mental Aspects of Desert Ecology, at Ben
Gurion University, Israel. The Blaustein In

ternational Center for Desert Studies and the

Mitrani Center for Desert Ecology announce
a series of six graduate courses in desert ecol
ogy (2 credits each) to be taught by eminent
ecologists from around the world. The cours
es will be held from 23 February through 10
April 1992 on the Sede Boqer campus of Ben
Gurion University. Course dates coincide with
the spring bloom. Tuition fees are US$ 1500
and include room and board. Students will

have the opportunity to study and do field

physiology. The campus is located in the

northern Negev Desert of Israel and is close
to a variety of desert habitats including deep
canyons, wadis, rocky slopes, loessal plains,
and sand dunes.

Courses to be given: (1) Physiological ecol
ogy; (2) Behavioral, life history, and popula
tion evolutionary ecology; (3) Population and
community ecology; (4) Habitat selection and
its implications to community structure; (5)

Plant-animal interactions and plant commu
nity structure; (6) Ecosystems and landscape

ecology.

For more information and application ma
terials, contact:

work in a desert setting while studying sub

jects ranging from physiological ecology to
ecosystems and landscapes. The courses are
open to qualified graduate students in ecol
ogy, evolutionary biology, physiological ecol
ogy, and applied mathematics. Prerequisites

are one year of calculus and an advanced

course in ecology, evolution, or comparative

Dr Joseph Gale

Blaustein International Center for

Desert Studies

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Sede Boqer Campus 84 990
Israel
FAX: (972-57-555-058)

in memoriam

PETER J. H. SHARPE 1940-1991
Peter Sharpe was an energetic research scientist, internationally recognized for his con
tributions to plant ecophysiology, integrated pest management, and ecological modeling. His
modelling studies ranged from plant biochemistry to the global problem of desertification.
He continually stressed the need to understand the mechanisms by which ecological effects

are produced. He published 182 papers on a wide variety of subjects from poikilotherm
growth to landscape processes at the biome scale. He was a very open individual and original
thinker whose willingness to share insights and brainstorm ideas was known to all who came
in contact with him. Peter was born in Sydney, Australia and maintained collaboration on the
dynamics of woodlands with Australian colleagues throughout his research career. He was
the leader of the Biosystems Research Group in the Industrial Engineering Department at

Texas A&M for 18 productive years. Peter Sharpe passed away on 24 January 1991. He
will be missed by many who knew him not only as a plant ecologist and modeler, but also
as a stimulating companion and a good friend.
Hsin-i Wu and Edward J. Rykiel, Jr., Biosystems Research
Group, Industrial Engineering Department, Texas A&M

University, College Station, TX 77843
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