vation biology. Wilson was the editor
and
of the 1988 book Biodiversity
sole author of the Diversity
of Life,
highly influential works that summa
rize the status of our knowledge
about the variety of species on earth.
to delve into both politics
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Wilson
and management,
of both the
the Boards of Directors
World Wildlife
Fund and The Nature
He has been a major
Conservancy.
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spokesperson for the field of Ecology
on the subject of how little we actu
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ally know about the biodiversity
the planet and how important it is.
There are by no means all of Profes
sor Wilson's
accomplishments,
just
the highlights of an ongoing career

Every member of the Ecological
is indebted to
Society of America
Duncan Patten for his long service as
the Society's Business Manager. He
was elected to five consecutive 3-year
terms and is now serving as "acting"
Business

office
Manager. Duncan's
has handled dues and all the finances
of the Society since 1979. During this
has grown
period the membership
from about 2500 to about 7500 and
the budget has increased from about
to over $2,000,000.
The
$400,000
business
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and more duties over those years. It

Svata Louda
Mark Patterson
David Tilman
Terry Chapin

functions now as a publisher, journal
fulfillment manager,
payroll office,
as
and federal grants administrator,
as
basic financial
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manager.
With
the able help of his assistant,
Noreen Murray,
for the last 12 of
service to the
those years, Duncan's
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to have had the professional
services
of Duncan Patten as Business Man
ager since 1979. During his tenure
our financial operations have grown
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to over one million dollars. There are

ESA has been the strongest element
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through the administra
ganization

that have main
very few societies
tained this level of financial integrity
is due to
and must of the credit
All
sound management.
Duncan's

and
staggering 30 Council meetings
about 40 Executive Committee meet
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tributed to the work of committees
such as finance, certification, and the
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Subcommittee:
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to the fullness of nature
dedicated
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and its implications for mankind.
with
that
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of American
Society
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of the
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means
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awards its 1994 Eminent Ecologist
Award to Edward Osborne Wilson.

during this long period of service,
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search program in basic and applied
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presidents that Duncan served appre
ciated the responsible
way that he

ad hoc committee to review awards.
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of
has enabled
science and scientists
to the
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in
fi
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when
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increas
nancial
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society's internal deliberations.
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order:
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"I have the highest
regard for
Patten. He got his degree
Duncan
with me in the 1960's and has con

Robert T. Paine

tinued to be one of the top ecologists
in the West. Even in retirement he is
not going to just quit. He plans to set
to
up a new institute in Bozeman

ingly complex."

"Duncan was a stabilizing
force
I was president.
for the ESA while
efforts
His financial and membership
a

were

major

contribution."

Gene E. Likens
"Duncan

was

the

consummate

business

riparian systems. He
study western
service to the
has given dependable
ESA and also had a strong research
and
career, with good associates
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the Society first. I learned much from
him and have benefitted from his ex

good students."
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extremely
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that

a
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of such talents has been willing
to devote so much of his time, over so
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for
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when
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books
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But
launching
these recollections do not convey the
he provided

fondness

I feel

and

for

respect
his jovial personality
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fair-mindedness,
strength
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financial
security that has enabled
the Society to excel at publishing our
for exchange of
journals, providing
ideas, supporting activities of mem

Richard

B. Root

and managerial
skills of Duncan
Patten. He will be an exceedingly
hard act to follow!"
Harold

A. Mooney

without
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as a whole.
the Society
thank him enough."

We

can't

Jane Lubchenco

"Duncan's

voice

spoke

responsibility
during
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fiscal
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No one has given so much of himself
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Commission
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State University
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on policy-rel
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