Southern
Illinois University. She is currently
working toward her doctorate at Rancho San
ta Ana3 Botanic Garden, Claremont, California.
Her advisor is Dr. Paulette Bierzychudek at
Pomona College.
Receiving honorable mention citations for
posters are Bruce K. Orr of the University of
for his paper, "Interac
California-Berkeley
tions among aquatic macrophytes,
predators,
and mosquitoes,"
and Elizabeth J. Queathem
of the University of Utah for her paper, "The
causes of ontogenetic
mechanical
fluctua
tions in jumping ability in the grasshopper
Schistocerca

americana."
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Nancy Eyster-Smith, Chair
Laura Huenneke
Elaine Ingham
John Kricher
Don Levitan
Kel Weider

DISTINGUISHED

Committee:

SERVICE CITATION

Donald Buermann
The Distinguished Service Citation for 1990
is presented to Donald Buermann Lawrence,
whose
long and exemplary tenure at the Uni
versity of Minnesota was coupled with ex
ceptional service to the Ecological Society of
America. Don Lawrence was born inPortland,
Oregon, on 8 March 1911. He attended Reed
College through his junior year and then en
tered the Johns Hopkins University School of
Higher Studies, completing a Ph.D. with Bur
ton Edward Livingston in 1936. Unusually, Don
holds neither B.S. nor M.S. degrees, only the
In the summer
doctorate in plant physiology.
of 1937 he was invited to joinWilliam S. Coo
per as an instructor inbotany and plant ecol
ogy at the University of Minnesota, the insti
tution he has served ever since.
Following early research on tree rings, gla
in the area
ciers, and prehistoric eruptions
around Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Hood, Don
went on the 1941 expedition to Glacier Bay,
Alaska, a springboard for continuing studies
of glaciation and vegetation
relationships
throughout his career. After service with the

Lawrence

Army Air Corps during World War II, he re
turned to the University of Minnesota and soon
undertook studies of glacial history in south
ern Chile and New Zealand, in addition to his
In the late 1950s, he pio
work in Alaska.
neered work on the energy relations in ter
restrial ecosystems at the Cedar Creek Natural
History

Area

in Minnesota,

mous research
lish. Later inhis
inethnobotany,
New World, and
animals,

and

a

now

world-fa

site that he helped to estab
career, he became interested
the migration of people to the
the aboriginal names of plants,

places.

Don Lawrence began his service to the Eco
logical Society of America as a member of the
Editorial Board of Ecology from 1940-1942.
He was chairman of the Life History Commit
tee from 1947-1949,
remained on the Com
mittee through 1957, and again served as its
chair from 1957-1959. This committee coor
dinated the series "Outline for Life History
Studies of..."
that appeared inEcologyTor
almost a decade, and has proved immensely
useful to myriads of ecology students ever
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in 1951, Dr. Lawrence proposed a constitu
tional amendment
to form a Publications
Committee for ESA. Following its passage,
Don served as a member
in 1952, and as
in 1953-1954.
Chairman
Also from 1952
1954, Don chaired the Index Committee, and
continued service through 1956, resulting in
the publication of indices for volume runs of
both Ecology and Ecological Monographs.
Don has also been an extremely active
member inThe Nature Conservancy, and has
donated land, time, and professional exper
tise to projects both inMinnesota and inOr
egon. He is a Fellow of AAAS, a Fellow of the
American Geographical Society, and has re
ceived numerous awards from local, regional,
and national organizations for undergraduate
teaching,
ties.

research,

and

conservation

activi

For all these things, covering a lifetime of
service to the science of ecology and to the
Ecological Society of America, we are proud
and pleased
to present
the 1990 Distin
guished Service Citation to Donald Buermann
Lawrence, Professor Emeritus, University of
Minnesota.

since. From 1947 to 1951, Don was Botanical
Editor of Ecology, and served on the Editorial
Board of Ecological Monographs. He was on
the Council of the Society from 1946 to 1951,
and chaired the local committee for the Min
neapolis meetings of the Society in 1951. Also

Selection Committee:
Sarah Woodin, Chair
Robert Burgess
Eric Charnov
Charles Peterson
Edmund Stiles
Henry Wilbur

WILLIAM S. COOPER AWARD

James C. Ritchie
The William S. Cooper Award is given by
the Society for a recent contribution in geo
botany, physiographic ecology, plant succes
sion or the distribution of organisms along
environmental gradients. These were the ar
eas of greatest interest to Professor Cooper
during his long and productive career.
The 1990 recipient of theWilliam S. Cooper
Award is Dr. James C. Ritchie of the Univer
sity of Toronto for his 1987 book, "Postglacial
vegetation of Canada," published by Cam
bridge University Press.

Dr. Ritchie uses the empirical evidence from
paleoecology, and particularly his own exten
sive research, to determine the sequences and
general patterns of Holocene
vegetation
in Canada as well as the northern
change
United States,
including Alaska. The book il
lustrates the maturity of paleoecology
today
through itsmarked contrast with the early work
of Cooper, Moss, Nichols, and Raup, who were
forced to speculate from contemporary eco
logical and phytogeographic evidence to study
the primary succession that occurred after the
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