
Dr. Mac Arthur receiving award from Dr. Harnwell, President, Uni 

versity of Pennsylvania. 

THE GEORGE MERCER AWARD FOR 1959 
The George Mercer Award for 1959 has been presented to Dr. 

Robert H. Mac Arthur, Department of Zoology, University of Pennsyl 
vania. His paper on "Population ecology of some warblers of North 

eastern Conifer Forests" (ECOLOGY 39:599-619) was selected by 
the Mercer Award Scrutineers as the outstanding paper in the pre 
vious two years. 

Dr. Mac Arthur received his Bachelor's degree in mathe 

matics from Marlboro College in Vermont in 1951, and his Master's 
degree, also in mathematics, from Brown University in 1953. 

Switching to zoology, he received his Doctor of Philosophy degree 
from Yale University in 1957. The following year was spent at the 

Edward Gray Institute of Field Ornithology in Oxford, England. At 
present he is Assistant Professor in The Zoological Laboratory at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

He states that his interest in ecology began as a child in Toron 
to, Canada, where bird-watching was socially acceptable. Encour 

aged by his parents, he continued with this interest until college 
when he decided mathematics was more suitable for a vocation. 
Later, convinced that an intellectual approach to ecology could be 
more rewarding than pure mathematics, he went to Yale where, in 
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common with many other ecologists, he came under the contagious 
enthusiasm of G. E. Hutchinson. 

The intellectual attitude thus derived, coupled with natural 

history knowledge acquired as a child, have provided him with the 
incentive for several different approaches to community ecology. 

STILL WATER MEETINGS WITH A.I.B.S. 

The Council has voted to meet with AIBS at Stillwater, Okla 
homa on the campus of Oklahoma State University, August 28- Sep 
tember 1, 1960. The call for papers will be carried in the March Bulletin 
but notice is made here that the deadline will be 10 May, 1960. The 
chairman of the Committee on Meetings is Dr. Richard S. Miller, De 

partment of Biology, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sas 

katchewan, Canada. 

THE CHICAGO MEETINGS WITH A.A.A.S. 
December 27-31, 1959 

Advance registration forms can be found in the October and 
November issues of SCIENCE. The address of A.A.A.S. is 1515 Mas 

sachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. The local chairman for 

the Ecological Society of America at the Chicago meetings is Dr. W. 
C. ASHBY, Department of Botany, University of Chicago, Chicago 
37, Illinois. 

THE PROGRAM 

SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 27 

9:00 a.m. Venetian Room, Hotel Morrison. Symposium: Interactions 

in Nature; a Symposium on Modern Ecology. I. Population 

Ecology. Organized for the American Society of Zoologists by 
ARTHUR D. HASLER, University of Wisconsin; co-sponsor 
ed by the Ecological Society of America and the American 
Society of Limnology and Oceanography. THOMAS PARK, 
University of Chicago, discussant. 

SEARS, PAUL B., Conservation Program, Yale University. The 

Place of Ecology Among the Sciences. 

BURNETT, THOMAS, Entomology Laboratory, Bellville, Ontario. 
Interactions in Insect Populations. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 27 

2:00 p.m. Venetian Room, Hotel Morrison. Symposium: Interactions 

in Nature ? continued. II. The Conversion of Energy. 
GEORGE L. CLARKE, Harvard University, discussant. 

SLOBODKIN, BASIL, Department of Zoology, University of 
Michigan. Efficiency in Ecological Steady States. 

ODUM, HOWARD T., Marine Institute, University of Texas, 
Port Aransas. Productivity and the Flow of Energy in Com 

munities. 
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