
Committee on Resolutions 

W. T. Penfound, Chm.; C. J. Goodnight, R. W. Kelting, L. B. 

Slobodkin. 

Committee for the Study of Vegetation 
Grant Cottam, Chm.; W. D. Billings, R. F. Daubenmire, C. L. 

Kucera, Jack McCormick, W. A. Niering, Royal Shanks. 

Committee on Aquatic Biology 
B. H. Ketchum, Chm.; M. R. Carriker, G. L. Clarke, E. W. 

Fager, D. G. Frey, A. D. Hasler, H. T Odum 

Committee for Nominating AAAS Fellows 
R. B. Platt, Chm.; 

Study Committee on Ecology 
P. B. Sears, Chm.; James Bonner, S. A. Cain, G. L. Clarke, 
A. D. Hasler, Thomas Park. 

Dr. Jerry S. Olson, second from right, receives the George 
Mercer Award for 1958 from Dr. Alvin M. Weinberg, Director of 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory. On the left are Dr. S. I. Auerbach,1 
Head of Ecological Research, and Dr. K. Z. Morgan, Director of 

the Health Physics Division, and E. G. Struxness of the Health 

Physics Division. 

THE GEORGE MERCER AWARD FOR 1958 
The George Mercer Award for 1958 has been presented to Dr. 

Jerry S. Olson of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. His paper 
on "Rates of succession and soil changes on southern Lake Michigan 
sand dunes", (Botanical Gazette 119:125-170) was selected by the 

Mercer Award Scrutineers as the outstanding paper for 1958. 

Jerry Olson received his degrees from the University of Chicago: 
PhB in the College, 1947; B.S. and M.S. in Geology, 1948 and 
1949; and Ph.D. in Botany in 1951. He states that his interest in 
the field of ecology has roots going back to a fascination with na 
ture stemming from encouragement by his parents, by the late 
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naturalist, Orpheus Moyer Schantz, by his teachers at Riverside, 
Illinois and by access to the nearby Forest Preserves of Cook Coun 

ty and to Chicago's Museums. The books of Donald Culross Peattie 

and the enthusiastic instruction at the Morton Arboretum on "read 

ing the landscape" by May Theilgaard Watts helped him to settle 
on ecology as a field. He credits the outstanding professors at the 

University of Chicago for their contribution to his knowledge in a 
wide variety of subjects which are basic to organizing and extend 

ing our knowledge of ecological systems. 

Field trips with Charles Olmsted's ecology class and J Harlen 
Bretz's geology class, together with the rapid developments in post 
glacial geology which emerged from radiocarbon dating, led to his 
attempt to work out a time scale for Cowle's and Fuller's classic 

sand dune succession. A semester spent with Hans Jenny and others 

in the Division of Soils and Plant Nutrition at Berkeley in 1950 
aided the planning and analysis of the resulting study on soil-plant 
relations. 

Jerry has also spent a year with the Committee on Statistics 

at Chicago, and approximately 6 years with the Connecticut Agri 
cultural Experiment Station. In the latter position, he was engaged 
in experimental ecology primarily with the eastern hemlock, Tsuga 
canadensis. In 1958, he accepted an appointment as Geobotanist in 

the Ecology Section, Health Physics Division of the Oak Ridge Na 
tional Laboratory. His primary research interests here include the 

development of quantitative description of changing ecological sys 

tems and the movement of substances between plants and soils. 

THE GEORGE MERCER AWARD FOR 1959 
The George Mercer Award was established in 1948 by a mem 

ber of the Ecological Society of America in honor of a young na 

turalist and ecologist who was killed in World War I. Its purpose 
is "to encourage others to publish papers comparable with those 

it is reasonable to suppose he would have published if he lived". 
The Award is made each year to a young man who in the pre 

vious two years, has published an outstanding ecological paper. The 

Award for 1959 will be based upon papers which have been pub 
lished in English in 1957 and 1958. Members of the Society are 

requested to cooperate in the selection by referring papers worthy 
of consideration to the Scrutineers before May 1. The Scrutineers 
for the 1959 Award are: Dr. John T. Curtis, Department of Botany, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison (Chairman), Dr. W. T. Edmondson, 

Zoology Department, University of Washington, Seattle 5, and Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Jr., Fernow Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca. 

1959 ANNUAL MEETING, UNIVERSITY PARK, PA. 

August 31 to September 4 

The annual meeting of the Society will be held on the campus 
of Pennsylvania State University, August 31 to September 4, under 
the sponsorship of the American Institute of Biological Sciences. 
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