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Prof. Shelby D. Gerking (left), of the Indiana University Zoology Department, 

receives the 1955 George Mercer Award of the Ecological Society of America 

from President Herman B. Wells, of Indiana University. 
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THE GEORGE MERCER AWARD ? 19.55 

Dr. Shelby Delos Gerking, Jr. was the winner of the George Mercer 

Award for 1955. This award is in recognition of his paper?"The food turn 

over of a bluegill population," published in ECOLOGY 35:490-498. The 

Mercer Award is made each year to a young man who, during the previous 
two years, has published an outstanding paper in the field of ecology. 

Dr. Gerking is a graduate of DePauw University, class of 1940, where 

he majored in zoology. His Ph.D. degree is from Indiana University (1944) 
where he specialized in zoology and limnology. He held numerous assistant 

ships and fellowships at both DePauw and Indiana U. 

Since receiving his Ph.D. degree, Dr. Gerking has advanced from the 

status of a research associate in the Indiana University Medical School 

through the grades of instructor and assistant professor in the Department 
of Zoology to his present title, Associate Professor of Zoology, Indiana Uni 

versity. 

He is a member of numerous professional societies, and is especially 
active at the present time in helping to organize a North Central Division of 

the American Fisheries Society. His interest in fish and their utilization of 

food has resulted not only in the contribution upon which the Mercer Award 

is based, but also in his receiving a sizeable research grant from the Na 

tional Science Foundation in 1954 for further study of the same general 

problem. 

THE GEORGE MERCER AWARD ? 1956 

The George Mercer Award was established in 1948 by a member of the 

Ecological Society of America in honor of a young naturalist and ecologist 

who was killed in World War I. Its purpose is "to encourage others to 

publish papers comparable with those it is reasonable to suppose he would 

have published if he had lived." The award is made each year to a young 

man wTho, in the previous two years, has published an outstanding ecological 

paper. The Award for 1956 will be based on papers which have been pub 

lished in English in 1954 and 1955. Members of the Society are requested to 

cooperate in the selection by referring papers worthy of consideration to 

the Scrutineers before May 1. The Scrutineers for the 1956 Award are: 

Dr. John W. Marr (Chairman), Department of Biology, University of Colo 

rado, Boulder, Colorado; Dr. Max E. Britton, Geography Branch, Office of 

Naval Research, Department of the Navy, Washington 25, D. C; Dr. David 

G. Frey, Biology Hall, Indiana University, Bloomington Indiana. 
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