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W. T. Edmondson
W. T. (Tommy) Edmondson started his re
search while a student
in Hillhouse High
School inNew Haven, Connecticut,
in an era
when itwas still legal under city ordinances
to use roller-skates in the street. Having been
given a corner in a Yale laboratory inwhich
to work at weekends,
and with the help of
his correspondent,
F. J. Myers, he identified
the Rotatoria collected by the late Richard
Bond inHaiti and contributed to the enumer
ation of the same group in the collection of
the Yale North India Expedition of 1932. Pub
lications on these two investigations ap
peared just before he began his official career
as an undergraduate at Yale. During the next
four years he continued his taxonomic stud
ies, and then, doing graduate work for a year
at the University of Wisconsin, was able to
initiate significant work on the ecology of
sessile rotifers, comparing his biological find
ings with the vast amount of chemical data
available from the Wisconsin
lakes. In some
cases
itwas evident that two species that
could livewithin the same rather wide range
of values of pH might differ greatly in their
tolerance for bicarbonate or calcium, a situ
ation of considerable
interest,
ecological
in
though one little explored by subsequent
vestigators.
Returning to Yale for his Ph.D. degree, he
concentrated on the population dynamics of
sessile rotifers, finding among many other
things a remarkable situation in Floscularia
conifera. In this species,
individuals that set
tled directly on Utricularia had, in two suc
cessive years, lower expectation of life than
individuals settling on the tubes of Floscular
ia already attached to the plant.
After teaching for three years at Harvard,
Tommy took a position at the University of
Seattle, where he is now Pro
Washington,
fessor of Zoology. During the third of a cen
tury that he has worked there he has built up
an unrivalled limnological school. Extending
his interests to many kinds of planktonic an
imals, he is known for his work on the pop
ulation dynamics of rotifers, cladocera, and

His methods of investigation of
copepods.
such populations have been widely adopted
by other workers on Zooplankton. His stud
in a variety of lakes,
ies, though conducted
have naturally largely been centered around
Lake Washington.
In this lake his work and
that of his students has led not only to a great
increase in knowledge, but also to the pres
ervation, ina satisfactorily healthy state, of a
beautiful and socially significant feature of the
local landscape. His skillful scientific work
combined with politically persuasive cooper
ation with the local human population has set
a standard for this kind of environmental pro
tection, which is known to have had a very
wide impact. At the present time various and
quite complicated changes that have taken
place in the recent history of the lake as a
result of the reduction of artificial eutrophi
cation are the subject of intense study while
the natural changes of the past are being in
vestigated by the study of cores. Tommy has
been very insistent that Lake Washington
is
not the only interesting lake in his vicinity, and
has promoted a great deal of investigation of
the remarkable plunge-pool
lakes of the
Grand Coulee. Recently he has also been
much interested in the possible
limnological
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consequence

of the eruptions

of Mount St.

Helens.

In addition to these scientific advances all
students of freshwater biology are indebted
to him for the immense editorial labor that he
put into the new edition (1966) of Ward and
Whipple's Fresh Water Biology. For his con
tributions "De limnolog?a optime m?rito" he
received the Einar Naumann-August Thiene
Internationalis
mann Medal of the Societas

Limnologiae in 1980. He is also a deeply
terested student of the history of musical
struments, notably the organ.
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DISTINGUISHED
SERVICECITATION

David G. Frey
David G. Frey, you have excelled as a
teacher and a researcher, but above all, as a
scholar. While your scholarly contributions
in this
have been repeatedly
recognized
country and abroad, our purpose tonight is
to express our appreciation for your service
and contributions to the Ecological Society of
America.

Since becoming a member of the Society
in 1949, you have served inmany capacities.
Indeed, over twenty-five years ago you be
gan as a scrutineer for the George Mercer
Award. Since that time, you have served on
many committees,
including the Aquatic Bi
ology, Nominating, Public Affairs, Study, and
In addition to serving
Program Committees.
in 1970
as the Aquatic Editor for Ecology
the well-organized
and
1971, you were
the
Annual
host
for
1981
Meeting
thoughtful
at Indiana University.
Your contributions to the field of ecology
are evident from your many fine publications,
the quality of your graduate students, and
your numerous awards,
including Guggen
heim and Fulbright Fellowships and the pres
Thienemann
tigious Einar Naumann-August
Medal from Japan. In 47 years, this Medal
was received by only four scientists from the
United States. Your international travel and
in various organizations
and
participation
committees suggest you should receive the
additional title of "ambassador of ecology."
and the
We are proud of your successes
major strength that you have given to ecolo

gy. For all these services to ecology and to
the Society, the Ecological Society of Amer
ica has the honor of awarding you its Distin
guished Service Citation.
Written by Paul G. Risser
Selection Committee:
Paul K. Dayton, Chair
Jack Major
Robert P. Mclntosh
Robert T. Paine
Paul G. Risser
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