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EMINENTECOLOGIST

Edward Smith Deevey
Our Eminent Ecologist
for 1982 was ed
ucated at Yale University, where he grad
uated summa cum laude and was awarded
the Ph.D. degree at the age of 24. The re
cipient of many awards, including a Gug
genheim Fellowship and two Fulbrights, he
is a member
of the National Academy of
and has worked at Rice Institute,
Sciences,
Woods
Hole Oc?anographie
Institution,
Yale University, Danmarks Geologisk
Un
tersogelse, the University of Canterbury and
Dalhousie
University. He is now Graduate
Research Curator at the Florida State Mu
seum. He has held many positions
of re
in scientific societies and in the
sponsibility
councils
of Canada and the
government
United States,
including those of Zoology
Editor of Ecology
and President
of the
Ecological Society of America.
Ed Deevey established
the standard pol
len stratigraphy for eastern North America,
the first late-glacial pollen as
discovered
in the New World,
introduced
semblages
into paleolimnology,
quantitative methods
and first applied life tables to general ecol
ogy. His thesis work with Evelyn Hutchin
son introduced most of the ideas that have
ever since. His
occupied paleolimnologists
on
Pleistocene
monograph
biogeography
was a dominant
influence on biogeogra
phers of the post-war generation. He played
a large part in demonstrating
the world
wide synchrony
of major Quaternary
cli
matic change and in developing
the de
position-rate method of pollen analysis. He
has demonstrated
the mutual dependence
of Mayan culture and its tropical environ
ment.

Even in the select company of Eminent
is remarkable for the
Ecologists,
Deevey
diversity of fields in which he has made
There is a substantial
major contributions.
body of Deevey work in pollen analysis,
bi
population
limnology, paleolimnology,
radiocarbon
ology,
low-tempera
dating,
ture geochemistry,
and pa
biogeography
Inaddition to the vascular
leoanthropology.
plants that have been his main biological
material, he has published significant work
on coelenterates,
spiders,
copepods,
cladocera,

mals.

chironomids,

His miscellaneous

moas

and

publications

mam

deal

with a wide variety of topics including tax
onomy, sea-level change, physiography and
the positions
in the history of science
of
H. D. Thoreau and the ancient Aztecs. He
has been generous
in sharing the excite
ment of science
with a wider audience
through the pages of Scientific Monthly,
Scientific American and The New Yorker.
influence has been magnified
Deevey's
of his undergraduate,
by the contributions
students.
Be
graduate and postdoctoral
cause many of his pedagogical
accom
have been joint ones with such
plishments
as G. E. Hutch
distinguished
colleagues
inson and R. F. Flint, the Deevey contri
bution to the development
of limnology,
Pleistocene
biogeochemistry,
geology, an
imal behavior and population biology may
be less apparent than it is real. It is more
evident for pollen analysis, which has been
carried to remote parts of the earth, ap
plied to remote periods of time and refined
through statistical
analysis of large data
sets by Deevey students and their academ
ic progeny.
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Being neither showman, grantsman, nor
as
empire builder, Deevey has succeeded
a teacher by the force of his personal ex
exercise of
ample, and by the self-effacing
gentle good humor. He is a master of al
lusion, but the better the joke, the quieter
its delivery. The best known Deevey jokes
are heard and appreciated
only within a
radius of two meters. His closest students

suspect that they miss even brighter gems
of Deevey humor, delivered deadpan
in a
voice audible only to his pipe, and de
a
for their full appreciation,
manding,
breadth of shared erudition possessed
only
by that life-long inseparable companion.
D. A. Livingstone

DISTINGUISHED
SERVICECITATION

Paul G. Pearson
Paul G. Pearson,
your administrative
abilities have guided you through the ranks
of Rutgers University to the presidency
of
Miami University.
In teaching you have in
sisted on students articulating and defend
ing ideas in class. Your studies have pro
vided insights into the ecology of mammals
and herps, as well as environmental
issues
facing mankind. But today we wish to rec
ognize a different side of your accomplish
ments, your long and devoted
service to
the Ecological
Society of America.
As Secretary from 1961 to 1964 you were
the person who basically ran the Society.
You also served as Editor of the Bulletin
of the Ecological
Society of America dur
ing these years. For eight years, 1961 to
1969, you were a member of the Ecology
which
focused on re
Study Committee,
search areas and needs, and initiated the
movement
to increase the role of the Eco
logical Society of America, as North Amer
ica became
conscious.
environmentally
You were a Member of Council for eleven
years, 1961 to 1972, and chaired the Co
Committee
ordinating
during the period
1968 to 1971. Our Society gained from your
in 1970, and
serving as Vice President
Treasurer from 1974 to 1977.
You have also been honored as Presi
dent of the American
Institute of Biological
Sciences
and Editorial Board Member for
the American Society of Zoologists,
have
served the Educational
Testing Service,
National Association
of Biology Teachers,
and State of New Jersey, and have played
and use of
key roles in the development

Distinguished Service Citation recipient Paul G.
Pearson

and

Mrs.

Pearson.

the BSCS High School "Green" or Ecolog
ical Textbook.
Many know you for a broad and stead
fast commitment
to the Ecological Society
of America, and for a practical and keen
administrative
ability in numerous endeav
ors. You have strengthened
the fabric of
the Ecological
Society of America by con
others to get actively
tinually encouraging
involved in the Society. Paul Pearson,
in
recognition of these myriad contributions,
the Ecological
is hon
Society of America
ored to award you its Distinguished
Ser
vice Citation.
Richard T. T. Forman
ESA Awards Committee
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