awards
EMINENTECOLOGIST
AWARDFOR 1978
S. Charles

Kendeigh

The Ecological
Society of America hon
ors itself by conferring
its Eminent Ecolo
half
gist citation for 1978 on one whose
century of publishing and teaching built a
of ecolo
bridge
linking the generations
is widely and
gists. S. Charles Kendeigh
deeply respected for his integrity, devotion
and concern
to science,
for students and
associates.

Dr. Kendeigh studied with and later suc
ceeded the pioneer American animal ecol
ogist, Victor Shelford, at the University of
Illinois. He became
mentor
to Eugene
and forty-nine
Odum, Robert Whittaker,
other doctoral
and sixty-five
candidates
masters
students.
also the
Considering
number of undergraduates
he introduced
to the field, both directly and through his
it seems
textbook Ecology,
likely that no
one had more influence on ecological
sci
ence during the period of its coming of
election as Eminent Ecol
age. Kendeigh's
ogist is securely based upon his outstand
ing research, teaching, and contributions
to the Ecological Society.
He was born in South Amherst, Ohio, in
reared and educated
in that
1904, was
his bachelor's
and
state, and received
master's
from Oberlin College.
degrees
After a year at the University of Nebraska,
he entered the University of Illinois where
he was granted the doctorate
in 1930. He
in a position at Western
spent 1930-1936
In 1936 he was recalled to the
Reserve.
of Illinois where
University
today, four
Professor Emeritus,
years after becoming
he is as active as ever. He also spent fifteen
summers
at the Baldwin Bird Research
Laboratory near Cleveland, and other sum
mers as research fellow at the Edmund
Niles Huck Reserve and as teacher at sev
eral biological
field stations.
Kendeigh's
imaginative studies, from his
1927 paper on the house wren to a recent
on comparative
of
manuscript
energetics
birds and mammals,
constitute a model of
in the development
scientific productivity
of a major theme?vertebrate
physiologi
His work on bird energetics
cal-ecology.
began very early to stimulate what became

Other themes running through Kendeigh's
are population census
eighty publications
and dynamics,
classification,
community
and the preservation
general conservation,
of research lands.
to the contributions
of earlier
Sensitivity
workers
is exemplified by his devoted work
in completing
of Shelford's
preparation
The Ecology of North America, editing
it,
and seeing
it through publication.
The practical art of wildlife management
was not neglected;
that field is well rep
resented
the many and varied
among
courses and seminars Kendeigh handled.
He was a founder and chairman of the na
tional organization,
The Nature Conser
termed the Ecologist's
vancy, originally
Union, and served eight years on its Board
of Governors. He was the first chairman of
the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission,
and for a quarter-century
chaired his uni

an explosion

versity's

of

"energy-flow"

work

in eco

system
ecology.
The 1932 book Physiol
of
the
ogy
Temperature of Birds is a classic.
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committee

on

natural

areas.

to his profession
is re
Responsibility
flected in his memberships
and official po
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in very

sitions

He

societies.

many

was

a

founder of the Animal Behavior Society.
headed
the Ecological
Society
Kendeigh
in 1951. By that date the scope
of America
our sci
of his interest had encompassed
ence

from

the

wren

house

to mapping

and

the "biociations"
of this conti
describing
nent. The latter was the subject of his pres
Even if everything Ken
idential address.
before 1951 could be
deigh accomplished
disregarded,

as

recognition

Eminent

is amply

ogist

as

done

and

author,

by what

justified

ecologist,

preservationist

during
his

since

years

twenty-seven

he has
teacher,

ornithologist,
term

as

the
ESA

president.
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T. Tanner

James
A. A.

Chairman
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Ecol
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Frank E. Egler

of

Many

us,

upon

a

opening

new

issue

of Ecology,
look first for another of the
trenchant book reviews by a man whose
career illustrates the "individualistic
con
himself?
cept" as applied to the ecologist
Frank E. Egler. Because
of his important
and

long-sustained
seminar-leader

work
and

as

book
and

advisor,

reviewer,
re
his

search in the science of vegetation and the
art of itsmanagement,
Dr. Egler is the 1978
Service Ci
recipient of the Distinguished
tation of the Ecological
Society of Ameri
ca.

on his native New
centered
Although
York City and on Connecticut,
Egler's ca
reer-orbit

extended

to Hawaii,

outward

Eu

Asia and the forests of
rope, Southeast
Northern South America. Beyond that, he
has traveled
the world
and read very
brilliant and articulate generalist
widely?a
who has written five books and over 200
papers in fields from ecology and conser
vation to electrical engineering
and phys
ics.
C.

Cowles,

bachelor's

degree with

a Minnesota

master's

with William S. Cooper, and a Yale doc
torate with G. E. Nichols, Egler was em
in Hawaii,
ployed at the Bishop Museum
and at the New York State College of For
From 1941 through
estry at Syracuse.
1944, he served at and later directed the
chicle experiment
station of Beech Nut
Packing and American Chicle Companies
in British Honduras. More recently he has
held appointments
at the University
of
American Museum of Natural
Connecticut,
History, Yale University, and Wesleyan Uni
versity,
where.

About

roadsides,

and

often

as

guest

1945 he became

lecturer

interested

else

in the

of vegetation
acres of U.S.

power-line

of

rights

way,

on the
land in
and

transmitter sites. He found that the usual
broadcast
is ineffective, expen
spraying
and flouts ecological
sive, devastating,
The resulting grass cover
in
principles.
vites

reinvasion

by

trees,

whereas

most

needs can be met by a low shrub cover
which
remains much more stable. Egler
led in developing
selective methods which
are more enduringly economical
and yield
and natural
high values for conservation
beauty. This work brought him into colli
sion with the conventions
of commercial
"brush control," usually directed by engi
neers innocent of botanical knowledge. He
in the bitter contro
figured prominently
versies

on

As a friend
who also
truth" falls
Egler trod
chosen

After his Chicago
Henry

proper management
roughly 75 million

the

insecticide-herbicide

issue.

and defender of Rachel Carson,
found that "committing
the
short of universal approbation,
on some toes, generally well

ones.

One of his long-term experimental
sites
has been his own land in Connecticut,
Aton Forest, where he has made his home
since 1945. There he provides demonstra
tions of vegetation management
in action.
His work with young ecologists
is grate
fully acknowledged
by a number of now
established
As a member of
professionals.
on Ethics, he is cred
the ESA Committee
ited with important suggestions.
His criti
cal challenge
to the simplistic Clementsian
view of plant succession
has had wide in
fluence on ecological
thought.
In cultural and intellectual life generally,
criticism
is an active professional
field in
its own right. Not so in science,
even
though this might be equally beneficial.
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