love and enthusiasm for the natural
world, rather than personal ambition.
Moreover, he is admired as an excellent communicator and collaborator.
Feinsinger has played a key leadership role in promoting excellence
in ecological education for young
children for at least 20 years. What
began as a concern for the education
of his own children has led to years
of commitment and action, broadly influencing ecological literacy throughout our hemisphere through the education of thousands of teachers and
children. In an influential essay published in TREE, Feinsinger questioned
the value of teaching young children
about ecology through books and
TV specials that featured enchanting
animals living in faraway places. He
suggested, instead, that teaching children to observe and learn about the
habitats in their own neighborhoods
would both be more interesting for
the children and lead to deeper understanding of ecology and ecological
relationships (Feinsinger 1987). At the
Annual Meeting in 1987, held in
Columbus, Ohio, he formed the Committee for the Education of Young
Children, and became both a catalyst
and leader in the Society’s outreach
efforts in this area.
Putting his philosophy into action,
Peter began working with graduate
students at the University of Florida
to compile a suite of investigations,
focused on schoolyards, that teachers
could use to catalyze ecological teaching and learning. Through his leadership and inspiration, the schoolyard
ecology movement was born (e.g.,
Feinsinger et al. 1997a, b). Feinsinger
produced a book with M. Minno,
Handbook to Schoolyard Plants and
Animals of North Central Florida, and
an accompanying text, The Schoolyard
and Wildlife Activity Guide. These
books included detailed information
about local biota, highlighted key ecological principles and concepts, suggested imaginative questions to motivate outdoor explorations, and helped
teachers formulate investigative inquiry approaches for teaching children
about ecology. These books formed
the centerpiece of the Florida Game
and Freshwater Fish Commission’s
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education initiative and have inspired
similar approaches around the USA.
In the mid 1990s, Peter was a collaborator on the NSF-funded project,
Schoolyard Ecology for Elementary
School Children, and more recently,
he has championed the schoolyard
ecology movement throughout Central and South America.
Dr. Feinsinger is quite unique in
his appreciation of fundamental principles of ecology, their relevance to
conservation biology, and the importance of translating this knowledge in
ways that can be appreciated and understood by young children and the
general public alike. Peter serves as a
model for how an ecologist can contribute effectively to promoting ecological literacy for people of all ages.
He has done this in his own humble
way by working behind the scenes
and, with great passion and enthusiasm, inspiring his colleagues to get
involved. In the spirit of this award,
Peter Feinsinger has, through his
teaching, outreach, and mentoring activities, related basic ecological principles to human affairs and contributed toward a better world. It is with
pleasure that we honor him as the
first recipient of the Eugene P. Odum
Award for Excellence in Ecology
Education.
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Submitted by Carol Brewer on
behalf of the Odum Award Committee: Monica Turner (Chair), Carol
Brewer, Gary Barrett, Richard Bowden,
V. Holland, Janet Lanza, Jim
MacMahon, Linda Wallace
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WILLIAM S. COOPER
AWARD
The William S. Cooper Award is
given by ESA for recent contributions
in geobotany, physiographic ecology,
plant succession, or the distribution of
organisms along environmental gradients. The year 2000 award goes to Paul
K. Dayton, Mia J. Tegner, Peter B.
Edwards, and Kristin L. Riser for their
paper, “Temporal and spatial scales of
kelp demography: the role of oceanographic climate,” published in Ecological Monographs 69(2):219–250. Like
other recent Cooper Award winners,
this paper has large amounts of data
from a system where data are difficult
to obtain, synthesizes experimental
and descriptive studies, and addresses
fundamental questions about stability
of communities in the face of disturbance along environmental gradients.
Here, the Award is given for the first
time to the study of an oceanic (or for
that matter, any fully aquatic) system.
In several notable recent papers,
the authors have been able to extend
competition and environmental gradient analyses commonly used in terrestrial systems to the kelp forest community offshore at Point Loma, California. The study examined relative
competitive abilities of several genera
(Macrocystis, Pterygophora, Eisenia,
and Laminaria) with contrasting morphological and life history traits, over
a depth gradient of 8–23 m, and during two contrasting climatic periods;
a cold-water nutrient-rich La Niña
(1988–1989) and a warm-water nutrient-stressed El Niño period (1992–
1994). One of their key findings is
that competitive exclusion of other
genera by Macrocystis during episodes when the water is nutrient rich
leaves longer lasting impacts on the
composition and functioning of the
system than other types of oceanographic climate and disturbance events.
The other genera still persist, however,
because Macrocystis is negatively impacted by physical disturbance and
episodes of low-nutrient water that
open light gaps where Pterygophora
and Laminaria can flourish for a time.
The system diversity is therefore main-

tained by continuous fluctuation in
the oceanographic climate. Integration
across spatial scales is also achieved
by showing that large-scale processes
associated with La Niña and El Niño
events, and medium-scale events such
as storms, cause a cascade of effects
on small-scale processes that mediate
intra- and interspecific competition.
The four authors are at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego. A rich
variety of experiments, conducted in
waters near San Diego over a period
of many years, were brought together
for this landmark synthesis on kelp
forest demography. For a comprehensive study at this level, the authors are
wholly deserving of the W. S. Cooper
Award and the congratulations of our
Society.
William S. Cooper Award Subcommittee: Lee E. Frelich (Chair),
Roger Del Moral, Ronald Neilson,
James Runkle, Rebecca Sharitz, Sara
Webb, Susan Will-Wolf

CORPORATE AWARD

The Corporate Award of the ESA is
made to recognize and honor a company for accomplishments in incorporating sound ecological concepts,
knowledge, and practices, and is made

Left to right: Paul K. Dayton, Mia J. Tegner, Kristin L. Riser, and
Peter B. Edwards

in one of six categories. The Award in
2000 is for environmental education, in
recognition of educational programs,
publications, or other activities that
show a strong foundation in basic ecological or environmental science. The
winners of the 2000 ESA Corporate
Award are Bill Baker, Environmental
Specialist, and his employer, Reliant
Energy of Houston.
Bill Baker was nominated for the
award by the Environmental Institute of
Houston, affiliated with University of
Houston-Clear Lake. Reliant Energy is
a utility corporation specializing in the
generation and transmission of electrical power and the long-distance and
local delivery of natural gas. It operates
in several states (from Texas and Louisiana to Minnesota), and in Europe. Reliant Energy’s operations in the Houston area include generation and transmission activities in or adjacent to
coastal and inland wetlands; these wetlands are the focus of the corporation’s
environmental and educational programs.
Bill Baker is recognized for his K–
12 school presentations on the ecological importance of wetland and coastal

habitats, and for developing a “Traveling Wetlands” exhibit that allows children and adults to experience a wetland
firsthand. He has worked with other
Texas groups to establish schoolyard
habitats, and has published an educational guide for their use by schools.
The company has also been actively involved in wetland habitat restoration in
the Houston area, and Baker is known
for his participation and leadership in
various natural resource management
and advisory groups in the region.
Through his activities, Reliant Energy
has played an important role in both
formal educational efforts and informal
public appreciation of the ecological
importance of the Texas wetlands.
The ESA is very pleased to recognize these efforts and their impact on
public understanding of wetlands in
awarding Bill Baker and Reliant Energy the Corporate Award for 2000.
Corporate Award Subcommittee:
Laura Foster Huenneke (Chair),
Gregory Aplet, Joan Ehrenfeld, Susan
Galatowisch, Carolyn Hunsaker,
Kate Lajtha, Kurt Teichert
January 2001

31

