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Peter J. Morin is the recipient of the George
Mercer Award for 1985. The Mercer Award
is presented annually to a young ecologist in
paper pub
recognition of an outstanding
lished during the previous two years.
Dr. Morin receives the award in recognition
of his paper "Pr?dation, Competition and the
Composition of Larval Anuran Guilds," pub
53:119
lished in Ecological Monographs
In
this
Morin
paper,
explores the
138(1983).
effects and interactions of pr?dation and
in tem
competition on anuran assemblages
porary ponds. His experimental design, sta
tistical analysis, and biological interpretation
are carried out with unusual rigor. This paper
stands as an important example of how to
define and approach questions inexperimen
tal community ecology.

The recipient of the first Cooper Award is
William H. Romme, who is Assistant Profes
sor in the Department of Biology at Fort Lew
is College, Durango, Colorado. The Cooper
Award was established
through the leader
ship of Donald B. Lawrence, Professor Emer
itus of Botany at the University of Minnesota,
inmemory of William Skinner Cooper (1884
to honor
1978). The award was established
the authors) of the best article on some as
pect of geobotany or of physiographic ecol
ogy.

Written by Donald J. Hall
Selection Committee:
Larry B. Crowder
Larry M. Dill
John A. Endler
Deborah E. Goldberg
Nelson G. Hairston
Donald J. Hall, Chair
G. D. Tilman
Richard G. Wiegert

Dr. Romme was selected to receive this
first award in recognition of his paper, "Fire
and landscape diversity in subalpine forests
of Yellowstone National Park," published in
in 1982 (52:199-221 ).
Ecological Monographs
The research was carried out under the guid
ance of Professor Dennis H. Knight while Bill
was a Ph.D. student at the University of Wy
oming. In this paper, Bill focused on the in
teractions between physiographic
features,
development of the fuel complex, and fire in
41
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establishing a dynamic mosaic of forest age
classes and vegetation types inYellowstone
National Park. The work combined extensive
field observations and modeling to show how
the diversity of vegetation types would have
changed over the last 200 years with fire ex
clusion or selective burning in comparison
with the natural fire regime. In this process
Bill demonstrated
a particular sensitivity to
the relationship between spatial and tempo
ral scaling so important to interpretation of
and utilization of concept.
Bill
process

Romme's work embodies some of the most
of contemporary
critical concepts
ecology
within the Cooper tradition of physiographic
ecology, and stands as a superb example for
recipients of this very important
subsequent
award.

Written by William A. Reiners
Selection Committee:
Edward J. Cushing
Robert K. Peet
Orie L. Loucks
William A. Reiners, Chair

Source: Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America, Vol. 67, No. 1 (Mar., 1986), p. 41-42. Courtesy of JSTOR

BUELLAWARD

Deborah O. Raphael
Deborah O. Raphael of the University of
California, Los Angeles was the 1985 recipi
ent of the Murray F. Buell Award for Excel
lence inEcology. Murray Buell ascribed great
importance to the participation of students in
in the presenta
meetings and to excellence
tion of papers. To honor Murray Buell's ded
ication to the Ecological Society of America,
and to the younger generation of ecologists,
this award is presented to a student (under
graduate, graduate, or recent doctorate) for
the outstanding paper presented at the So
ciety's annual meeting. The title of Deborah
Raphael's paper at the University of Minne
sota

meeting

was:

"Parent-ramet

tions: effect on water relations and
survival for a desert perennial."

interac

ramet

SERVICECITATION
DISTINGUISHED

Josephine

creative
Josephine
Doherty, ecologist,
manager of ecological research, and adviser
in your long
to scientists and administrators,
career as public servant, you have contrib
uted greatly to our science and to the Eco

Doherty

logical Society. Too few ecologists are aware
of the immense influence you have had on
the development of ecology and the direction
that it has taken during the past 30 years.
You have been active in our society since
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