Plant Ecology Lab Syllabus

Fall 2003

Room 0203, Jepson Hall
Professor:
Dr. Alan B. Griffith



435B Jepson Hall



654-1422



agriffit@mwc.edu

Text:

none required



Handouts will be provided as needed

General goals and philosophy of this class

This lab will focus on how science gets done and it will not strictly be used to re-enforce concepts covered in the lecture.  We will practice a range of activities integral to how science gets done, like making simple but important observations to analyzing data from experiments.  You will have several opportunities to apply information from our lectures and other classes you have taken at Mary Washington.  I expect you to pull this information from the recesses of your brain and apply it as best you can.

Communication

You will work in small groups for the whole semester.  This means that you will have to get alone as a group to get your work done.  Group work will include brainstorming, data collection and analysis, library research, and experimental design.  I expect you to act professionally during group work and in your out of class work for the group.  This means you participate, accept ideas and discuss them equally, pull your weight in all matters.  Any difficulties that come up in the group should first be discussed among the members of the group.  If these discussions do not work, I will act as the working group’s supervisor.  I will, in other words, moderate more difficult problems in groups.

My office hours

1) Monday 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm

2) Wednesday 10:00 am – 11:00 am

3) Wednesday 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm

4) Thursday 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm

5) Friday 10:00 am – 11:00 am

6) By appointment

Nuts and Bolts

Lab attendance is required.  If you have more than three (3) unexcused absences from lab, you will be given a failing grade for that part of the course.  Absences do not exempt you from assignments due.

Make-up policy: All assignments are due as shown in the lab schedule.  Any legitimate absences or excuses must be documented and cleared by me.  If you have an excusable absence, you must present the excuse to me on the day that you return to this lab.  If you know you will have an excused absence in advance (e.g. a college sanctioned athletic event), let me know in advance.  It will make all of our lives much calmer.

Missed or late assignments can only be made up if you have an official excuse (illness, death in family, College-sanctioned event).  Assignments not handed in on time due to an illness or death in the family are due the DAY YOU RETURN TO CLASSES.

Evaluations

Your grade in the lab part of this course will be based on two interim writing assignments, a research proposal, and two oral presentations.  All written work will be done individually, although the work will be performed as a group.  All individuals will participate in the group oral presentations.  The style and format of the proposal will be specified in my “Instructions to Authors.”  These are worth a total of 225 pts.  The evaluations are detailed in the lab schedule.  The +/- grading scale will be used to determine your final grade as shown below.
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Your final course grade will be calculated from both the lecture and lab portions of the course.  Your lab evaluation points will be worth 1/3 of the final grade and your lecture evaluation points will be worth 2/3 of the final grade.  Midterm grades will be based on all evaluations available at that time.  An unsatisfactory (U) will be given to you if you have <70% of the possible points at that time.

Plant Ecology Lab Schedule

Fall 2003
WEEK
DATE

TOPIC

1
Aug. 26,28

Introduction, Observation, Stating 







Hypotheses

2
Sep. 2,4

Introduction to plant community plots

3
Sep. 9, 11

Decide on variables of interest





Clarify and quantify observations

4
Sep. 16, 18
Clarify and quantify observations





Identify species in plots





Abiotic variable measurements

5
Sep. 23, 25
Statement of hypotheses / questions





Literature reviews begun

6
Sept. 30, Oct. 2
 The Proposal, Content and Form

7
Oct. 7, 9

Data analysis and presentation

8
Oct. 16, 21

Experimental design

9
Oct. 23, 28

Annotated bibliography due (40 pts.)

10
Oct. 30, Nov. 4
Oral presentation #1 (35 pts.)





Literature review, statement of questions

11
Nov. 6,11

Data presentations due (35 pts.)

12
Nov.13, 18

Peer / supervisor review

13
Nov. 20, 25
Oral presentation #2 (35 pts.)





Literature review in brief, statement of questions





Expected outcomes and reasoning





Experimental design





Outcomes and benefits


14
Dec. 2,4

Final paper due (80 pts.)
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