
coordinating the efforts of many dif 

ferent personalities by diffusing con 

flict and solving problems, allowing 

staff [and off-site personnel] to create 

publications of high quality in which 

all take a great deal of pride." His 

ability to instill that pride and motiva 

tion with minimal damage to human 

sensitivities is a hallmark of Lee's ad 

ministration of the office of Manag 

ing Editor. 
All of this has been accomplished 

with Lee's absolute dedication to the 

journals, and to the Society he served 

so well. The Society could not have 

chosen a more deserving candidate to 

honor with this Distinguished Service 
Citation. 

Distinguished Service Citation 
Subcommittee 

Frances C. James (Chair) 

Nancy B. Grimm 

Jessica Gurevitch 
Gary A. Polis 

James M. Tiedje 

Earl E. Werner 

Tribute written by A. M. Solomon 

GEORGE MERCER 
AWARD 

'L 

Lars Hedin 

The George Mercer Award is pre 

sented to an individual under 40 years 

of age who has authored an outstand 

ing ecological article. The 1996 Mer 

cer Award is given to Dr. Lars Hedin 

of Cornell University. Lars was first 

author on the paper, "Patterns of nu 

trient loss from unpolluted, old 

growth temperate forests: evaluation 
of biogeochemical theory (Ecology 
76:493-509). This work relates bio 

geochemical phenomena with evolu 
tionary constraints of organisms liv 

ing under near-pristine atmospheric 
conditions. These findings argue that 

"the patterns of N cycling, as well as 

evolutionary selective pressures on 

plant and microbial species may have 

changed as a function of regional 

scale increases in atmospheric N 

deposition" (p. 493). These findings 

have substantial theoretical and con 

ceptual merit as well as important in 

formation relevant to current efforts 
in biogeochemistry and biological di 

versity. This paper is a remarkable 

synthesis of current knowledge and 

important new results linking physi 

ological processes, population char 

acteristics, and ecosystem phenom 

ena. 

George Mercer Award 
Subcommittee 

James S. Clark (Chair) 

Naomi Cappucino 

James Gillian 

Robert Holt 
Barbara Peckarsky 

Tim Seastedt 

Monica G. Turner 
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