Ecological Society of America
Rapid Response Team Update

Serving Society through Ecological Expertise Autumn 2006

* At ESA’s Annual Meeting in Memphis, TN ...

Media Activities... ESA’s Public Affairs
Committee and RRT members led a well-attended and | = J =
productive workshop on communicating ecology with !’; a >
metaphors, anecdotes, and analogies. RRT members also were e
interviewed by attending media about invasive species in
grasslands, and the effects of changing nitrogen cycles on human
health.

Congressional Staff... ESA often hosts one or
two congressional staff members at the Annual Meeting,
enhancing the communication of science and establishing
personal networks between scientists and policy-makers. The
congressional staff member hosted in Memphis met with
Agroecology RRT members as well as RRT member and Vice-
President for Public Affairs Rich Pouyat.

ESA'’s bustling Annual Meeting Press
Office

RRT Luncheon ... ESA’s second annual luncheon for RRT members
highlighted the accomplishments of the RRTs over the past two years and featured a
working discussion led by outgoing ESA President Nancy Grimm on the future RRT
structure and functions.

* Looklng Ahead ... EsA’s Public Affairs Office is planning the next round of
RRT activities, and working on enhancing and updating ESA’s Experts Guide and
website. Stay tuned — we will be contacting you for your feedback and updated
biographical information.  Please send ideas and suggestions for future RRT
opportunities and activities to Laura Lipps at Laura@esa.org
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