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Fig. 2.  Example of conservation GIS analysis and presentation.
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we estimate that they can do about
80% of the GIS tasks they require. For
the other 20%, we provide support with
a modern GIS laboratory, additional ad-
vice by e-mail and telephone, and
project collaborations when compli-
cated or novel analyses are required.

VII.  Conclusion

Our general philosophy of GIS is
one of distributed capacity, placing
technology in the hands of the people
who know their study sites best: con-
servation biologists in the field. The
need for large laboratories with rows
of trained technicians has diminished
as technological and communication
advances have permitted scientists
based in the southern Sumatra forest
or in the mountains of Rwanda to
apply state-of-the-art spatial analysis
to their conservation endeavors. These
scientists still require training to suc-
ceed, training tailored to their require-
ments and settings that gives them the
essential concepts and vocabulary to
use GIS to its full potential.

If you are preparing to teach a GIS
course or want to share experiences,
we would like to hear from you. E-
mail Karen Willett or Eric Sanderson.
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